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STATE OF VERMONT
AGENCY OF HUMAN SERVICES

DCF

Department for Children and Families

‘ BULLETINNO.: 09-26
FROM: Joe Paf 1ss1 ‘l puty Conimijssioner DATE: September 1, 2009
Ecang Services Division

SUBJECT: 10/1409 Fgod Stamps, Reach Up, and Medicaid Standards updates;
2008 ¥ood and Nufrition Act changes; update Agreement to Report Change Form

CHANGES ADOPTED EFFECTIVE ___10/1/09 INSTRUCTIONS

__ X _Maintain Manual - See instructions below.

____ Proposed Regulation - Retain bulletin
and attachments until you receive
Manual Maintenance Bulletin:

___ Information or Instructions - Retain

7 until
MANUAL REFERENCE(S): '
P-2210  P-2590
P-2420 - Forms Manual

The following standards are updated effective October 1, 2009,

All programs
Business expenses for providing day care meals and snacks
Business expenses for providing room and board

- Medicaid long-term care
Average monthly and dajly cost to a private patient of nursing facility services

3SquaresVT (SNAP, or Food Stamps)
Standard deductions
Shelter cost maximum deduction
Fuel and utility standard without heat
Maximum net monthly income levels
Maximum gross monthly income levels
Formula for households of more than 10 people
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Agreement to Report Change, ESD 201A

Annual 3SquaresVT gross income standards are updated and shown on the reverse side of the
Agreement to Report Change (ESD 201A) form. Reach First, Reach Ahead, and 3SquaresVT
program names updated. Please recycle all ESD 201A forms dated before October 1, 2009.

Significant changes are indicated by vertical lines in the margin. Changes to clarify, rearrange or
correct references without changing the procedure are dotted.

Manual Maintenance

Reach Up Procedures
Remove o Insert

P-2210 C22 (09-06) P-2210 C22 (09-26)

Medicaid Procedures

P-2420D1  (09-06) P-2420D1 . (09-26)
P-2420 D2 (08-30) -~ P2420D2 (09-26)
P-2420 D5 (08-50) P-2420'D5 (09-26)

Food Stamps Procedures

P- 2590 Al (08-30) P- 2590 Al (09-26)

P- 2590 A2 (09-06) P-2590 A2 (09-26)
P- 2590 B-C1 {09-06) P- 2590 B-C1 (09-26)
P-2590 D1-D59 (09-06) P-2590 D1-D59 (09-06)
(59 pages) (59 pages)

Forms Manual

ESD 201A (R 10/08) ESD 201A (R 10/09)



Vermont Department for Children and Families Reach Up Procedures
10/1/09 Bulletin No. 09-26 P-2210C22

_ P-2210 Determination and Documentation Eligibility Factors

C. Financial Eligibility Computation (Continued)

* Business Expenses - Providing Day Care Meals and Snacks (effective 10/1/09)

A recipient providing day care for other children in his or her own home is entitled to deduct,
as a business expense from earned income, the cost of meals and snacks provided to those
children. Use the following standard deductions or actual documented expenses, if higher.

Breakfast $1.19 per day
‘Lunch only $2.21 per day
Dinner only $2.21 per day
Snack $ .66 per day

In cases that have documented non-meal related expenses, do the following:

a) Manually figure the total monthly meal expense using either the standard deduction table
or the actual verified expenses (whichever is higher).

b) Figure the monthly total for non-meal related expenses.

c) Add a)to b) and enter the total in the ACTUALS field on the DCIN panel. For these
cases the entries in the meals fields will be disregarded and the amount in the ACTUALS
field used. :

* Business Expenses - Providing Room and/or Board (effective 10/1/09)

Use either A or B below, whichever is the higher amount, for the business expense deduction.

A.
ACCESS Group Size

Code Type 1 2 3 4 5 6+
1 Room Only 142 261 373 474 563 676
2 2/3 Board 133 245 351 445 529 635
3 Board Only 200 367 526 668 793 952
4 Room and 2/3 275 506 724 919 1092 1311
5

Room and 342 628 899 1142 1356 1628

B. The actual documented amount of business expenses for room and/or board providing the -
amount does not exceed the income received from the roomers and boarders.



Vermont Department for Children and Families | Medicaid Procedures
10/1/09 Bulletin No. 09-26 ' P-2420 D1

P-2420  Eligibility Determination for Medicaid
D. Other Standards

1.  SSI Federal Benefit Payment Rate (M222, M243.1, M243.2)

These are used when determining the eligibility of SSI-related adults, allocations to ineligible
children and parents, and the amount of income deemed to SSI-related child applicants.

Effeétive 1/1/09 1/1/08- 12/31/08

Individual $674 per month $637 per month
Couple $1,011 permonth ~ $956 per month

Maximum allocation for
Ineligible child $337 per month $319 per month

2.  Business Expenses - Providing Room and/or Board
Use either A or B below, whichever is the higher amount, for the business expense deduction:
A. Standard monthly deduction, as follows:

Room - Scaled according to the size of the group.
Board - Equal to the thrifty food plan allowance for the group size.

Effective 10/1/09
ACCESS Group Size

Code Type 1 2 3 4 5 6+
1 Room Only 142 261 373 474 563 676
2 2/3 Board 133 245 351 445 529 635
3 Board Only 200 367 526 668 793 952
4 Room and 2/3 Board 275 506 724 919 1092 1311
5 Room and Board 342 628 899 1142 1356 1628

B. The actual documented amount of business expenses for room and/or board providing the
amount does not exceed the income received from the roomers and boarders.



Vermont Department for Children and Families Medicaid Procedures
10/1/09 | ‘ Bulletin No. 09-26 P-2420 D2

P-2420  Eligibility Determination for Medicaid

D.

3.

Other Standards (Continued)
Business Expenses - Providing Day Care Meals

A recipient providing day care for other children in his or her own home is entitled to deduct, as
a business expense from earned income, the cost of meals and snacks provided to those children.
Use the following standard deductions or actual documented expenses, if higher.

Effective 10/1/09

Breakfast $1.19 per day
Lunch only $2.21 per day
Dinner only $2.21 per day
Snack $ .66 per day

In cases that have documented non-meal related expenses, do the following:

a) Manually figure the total monthly meal expense using either the standard deduction table
or the actual verified expenses (whichever is higher).

b)  Figure the monthly total for non-meal related expenses.

¢) Add a)to b) and enter the total in the ACTUALS field on the DCIN panel. For these cases
the entries in the meals fields will be disregarded and the amount in the ACTUALS field

used.

Dependéent Care Expense Maximums - ANFC-Related Medicaid Only (M352.4)
Effective 10/1/08 i ,

$175.00 per month per person for children two yeats of age or older and for incapacitated adults.
$200.00 per month per child for children under two years of age.

Transportation: $0.585 per mile.



Vermont Department for Children and Families Medicaid Procedures

10/1/09 Builetin No. 09-26 P-2420 D5

P-2420

D.

10.

11.

12,

13.

Eligibility Determination for Medicaid
Other Standards (Continued)

Allocation if family member has income:

Maintenance income standard (P-2420 D#SB)
- Gross income of family member

Remainder
Remainder + by 3 = Allocation

Community Maintenance Allowance in the Home-and-Community-Based Waiver Program

(P-2430 H)
. Effective 1/1/09 (1/1/08 — 12/31/08)

$991.00 $ 950.00

Medicare Copayments for Nursing Home Care (P-2430 E)

For the 21st through 100th day that a Medicare eligible person is in a nursing home, Medicare
will pay the daily costs in excess of the following patient co-payment:

Effective 1/1/09 (1/1/08 —~ 12/31/08)
$133.50 $ 128.00

Standard Deductions for Assistive Community Care Services (ACCS) and Personal Care
Services (PCS) (M421.23) (M421.24) (P-2421 D)

Effective 1/1/09 1/1/03 - 12/31/08

ACCS  $37.00 per day $27.00 per day
$ 1,110.00 per month $ 810.00 per month

Effective 1/1/03 10/1/00 - 12/31/02

PCS $ 17.83 per day $ 13.20 per day
$ 535.00 per month - $396.00 per month

Average Cost to a Private Patient of Nursing Facility Services (M440,42)

This amount is used to calculate a penalty period for an individual in a nursing home or in the
home-and-community-based waiver program.

Effective 10/1/09
$ 7185.52 per month
$ 239.52 per day




Vermont Department for Children and Families Food Stamps Procedures

10/1/09 Bulletin No. 09-26 P-2590 Al

P-2590 Reference Materials

A.  Calculating Net Income

1. Standard Deduction (Effective 10/1/09)
The standard deduction varies by household size:

$141 for households of 1 to 3 members
$153 fot households of 4 members

$179 for households of 5 members

$205 for households of 6 or more members

2. Basic Medical Liability (Effective 1/1/81)

The base amount for medical liability is $35. Refer to section 273.9(d)(3) of the food stamp
manual.

3. Dependent Care Maximum Deduction (Effective 10/1/08)

There is no cap on the dependent care deduction for food stamps.

4. Shelter Cost Maximum Deduction (Effective 10/1/09)

The maximum deduction for households without elderly or disabled members is $459.

5. Fuel and Utility Standards (Effective 10/1/09)

With heat $744.00
Without heat  $215.00
Phoneonly $ 36.00

See P-2510 E on selecting the correct standard and ACCESS manual - STAT 5.14 (UTIL Panel)
and STAT 5.17 (PHON Panel) for ACCESS-related information.



Vermont Department for Children and Families Food Stamps Procedures
10/1/09 ‘Bulletin No. 09-26 P-2590 A2

P-2590 Reference Materials

A, Calculating Net Income (Continued)

6. Business Expenses - Providing Day Care Meals (Effective 10/1/09)

A recipient providing day care for other children in his or her own home is entitled to
deduct, as a business expense from earned income, the cost of meals and snacks provided to
those children. Use the following standard deductions or actual documented expenses, if

higher.
Breakfast $1.19 per day Dinner only $2.21 per day
Lunch only $2.21 per day Snack $ .66 per day

In cases that have documented non-meal related expenses, do the following:

a) Manually figure the total monthly meal expense ﬁsing the higher of the standard deduction.
table or the actual verified expenses. Convert weekly (bi-weekly) expenses to a monthly
figure. "

b) Figure the monthly total for non-meal related expenses.

¢) Add a) to b) and enter the total in the ACTUALS field on the DCIN panel. For these cases the
entries in the meals fields will be disregarded and the amount in the ACTUALS field used.

Business Expenses - Providing Room and Board (Effective 10/1/09)

The following table outlines the monthly business expenses allowance for room and board. If
the client provides documentation of separate identifiable costs of providing room and/or
board that exceed the applicable table amount, allow the higher amount. In no case, however,
may the business expense allowed exceed the amount of gross income received from the

roomer and boarder.
ACCESS Group Size
Code Type 1 2 3 4 5 6+
1 Room Only , 142 261 373 474 563 676
2 ' 2/3 Board 133 245 351 445 529 635
3 Board Only 200 367 526 668 793 952
4 Room and 2/3 275 506 724 919 1092 1311
5 Room and Board 342 628 899 1142 1356 1628

If five or more roomer/boardets are in one payment group, the case should be handled FIAT. The
RBIN panel allows only four roomer/boarders per panel. Splitting one payment onto two RBIN
panels results in an incorrect business expense deduction.



Vermont Department for Children and Families 3SquaresVT Procedures '

10/1/09 Bulletin No. 09-26 .P -2590 B-C1
P-2590 - Reference Materials
B. Maximum Resources Allowed

$2000 for all households, except
$3000 for households if at least one member is disabled or age 60 or older.

Certain households are categorically eligible and do not have to meet the resource limits above,
nor the gross income, or net income tests. These include:
e households in which all members are eligible for Reach Up, SSVAABD, or the Postsecondary
Education Program (PSE), or '
e households with children who received a Vermont Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC)
in the past 12 months. |

In addition, non-public assistance households with gross incomes below 185% FPL who have
received the AHS Screen Door informational bookmark or otherwise been referred to the AHS
Screen Door or vermont211 website for other AHS and community services are also categorically
-eligible and do not have to pass the resource test above or a net income test.

All other nonfinancial eligibility criteria, such as residency, apply.

Refer to sections 273.8b and 273.2(j) (2) of the 3SquaresVT rules manual.

C. Maximum Gross and Net Income, Expanded Gross Income, and
Maximum Allotments (Thrifty Food Plan) (10/1/09)
Maximum gross
Expanded monthly income to : :
- Household  gross monthly Maximum gross  enable elderly or Ma::;ll?ﬁ? net ﬁ?;{:;:;l
Size income monthly income  disabled member to be incomz lovels
a separate household
185% ofthe ~ 130% of the 165% of the poverty 100% of the  Thrifty Food

poverty level poverty level level poverty level Plan

1 $1,671 $1,174 $1,490 $903 $200

2 2,248 1,579 2,004 1,215 367

3 2,824 1,984 2,518 1,526 526

4 3,401 2,389 3,032 1,838 668

5 3,978 2,794 3,547 2,150 793

6 4,553 3,200 4,061 2,461 952

7 5,131 3,605 4,575 2,773 1,052

8 5,708 4,010 5,089 3,085 1,202

9 6,285 4,416 5,604 3,397 1,352

10 6,862 4,822 6,119 3,709 1,502

Each

Additional + $577 + $406 + §515 +$312 + $150

Member



Vermont Department for Children and Families ' 3SquaresVT Procedures
10/1/09 Bulletin No. 09-26 4 P-2590 D1

P-2590 Reference Materials

D. 3SquaresVT Allotment Tables

1.  Current Tables

Monthly allotments for households of up to 10 members are contained in the following
tables. Locate the net income (not rounded) on the table for the correct household size.
Categorically eligible households of one or two members are eligible for benefits of at least
$16, even if the tables do not show a benefit amount at their net income levels.

NOTE: Benefits can be figured manually for these households as follows:

thrifty food plan of household size
— net income x 30% (rounded up)

= allotment

2. Formula for Households of More Than 10 People

To determine the issuance to households of 11 or more members use the following method,
illustrated here for a household of 11 with a net monthly income of $1,295.16:

a. Multiply the household's net monthly income by 30%:

$1,295.16

X 30%

$ 388.55

$ 389.00 Round up to the whole dollar.

b. For each member in excess of 10 people, add $150 to the maximum allotment (thrifty
food plan) for 10 people:

1 person x $150 = $150 + $1,502 = $1,652 '

This is the maximum aliotment for the larger household (11 people).

c. To get correct \allotment, subfract the rounded 30% $ 1,652 max. allotment
net income figure (a.) from the — 389 net income
new maximum allotment (b.) $ 1,263 allotment

This is the maximum allotment for the larger household (11 people).

3.  Percentage Reduction

When demand for benefits exceeds the supply of funds, almost all households will have their
allotments reduced by a certain percentage in order to stretch available benefit dollars.
Currently no percentage reduction has been ordered.
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3SquaresVT Allotment Tables - Post Stimulus (Continued)
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3SquaresVT Allotment Tables (Continued)
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Vermant Department for Children and Families ESD 201A
Eeonomic Services Division . R 10/0%

Agreement to Report Change

3SquaresVT. If I apply for or receive only 3SquaresVT benefits, I must report:

« when my household income in a calendar month reaches 130% of the federal poverty level for my
household size (see 3SquaresVT Gross Income Chart on back). I must report this no later than 10 days -
after the end of the month it happened, or

» if the status of an able-bodied adult without dependents (ABAWD) in my household changes. Some
examples are losing a job, reducing employment, or becoming exempt.

Households with unstable circumstances or where any members are getting Reach First, Reach Up, Reach
Ahead, Medicaid, VHAP, or Essential Persons must still report all changes within ten days of the change.

If 1 apply for and receive benefits from Reach First, Reach Up, Reach Ahead, Postsecondary Education, Medicaid
Dr. Dynasaur, or VHAP, I must report the following changes in my household:

» living situation: where I live, my address, or people who live with me.

» income: increases or decreases in income from any source; a new job or loss of a job; new sources of
income; child support; social security, pensions, or unemployment compensation; lottery or bingo
winnings, lump sum payments, inhetitances, or insurance settlements. _

» expenses (excludes Reach Ahead): out-of-pocket child or adult dependent care expenses or child support
paid.

o resources (excludes Reach Ahead): savings, property, or vehicles.

» other changes: when someone in my household has a baby or gets married.

If 1 apply for or receive Reach First, Reach Up, or Postsecondary Education, I must also report:
+ when a parent of my child moves back into my home, starts visiting more often, or has any change in his
- or her situation that affects my child (7 must also report this if I receive Reach Ahead).
« when my rent or other housing costs change.
» when my household’s cash-on-hand, stocks, bonds, and money in the bank totals $2,000 or more.

Medicaid/Dr. Dynasaur/VHAP. If anyone in my household applies for or receives health care assistance, I must
also report:

« changes in any type of health insurance coverage for anyone in my household.

I understand that:

* No later than 10 days after any change in my circumstances, I must notify the Department for Children and
Families, Economic Services Division (ESD)

= I'may report changes by sending a Change Report form, writing, telephoning, or visiting the district office.

* I'must contact the department if I have any doubt about the kind of information to report.

* Tunderstand that if I receive Reach First, Reach Up, or 3SquaresVT benefits to which I am not entitled, T will
be expected to repay them.

= I could be subjected to prosecution for fraud if I break these rules.

Applicant/recipient signature Date

Signature of spouse or authorized representative or alternate payee

Witnessed by:

Benefits Programs Specialist signature District Date

]



3SquafesVT Gross Income Chart

Find the number of people on 3SquaresVT in your household. The amount listed next to this number is the
maximum amount of income allowed for your household size.

Income includes wages, self-employment, social security, unemployment compensatlon child support, etc.
“QGross” means before taxes are taken out.

You must report to your worker if your income goes over this amount.

Maximum
Gross
Monthly
Income
Household 130% of the
Size Poverty Level

$1,174
1,579
1,984
2,389
2,794
3,200
3,605
4,010
4,416
4,822

—
<

Each
Additional
Member Add $406



